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TOUGH TIMES,
BUT NO TAX INCREASE!!

Borough Council, after a series of budget meetings, agreetNonT@AX INCREASE BUDGET
Council, in keeping with several years of no tax increases, has taken the following action:

1. Requested written input from all departments of the borough; Solicitor, Engineer, Administration,
Police and Maintenance on ways to cut costs.

2. Raise rent of alll month to month | ease proper
first rent increase in recent years.

3. Close Borough Office at noon on Fridays.

4. Contract with new collection agency, Jordan Tax Services which will result in more efficient and
effective collection of delinquent taxes.

5. Submitted an application to Congressman Mur ph
more road paving than budgeted for, renovation of the First Street Bridge, and water and sewer
improvements.

6. Sent | etter to Senator Pippyobs office request
7. Submitted application for state funds to Jess
8. Applied to the Allegheny County pilot program to return vacant properties back to the tax rolls with
vastly reduced closing costs to the highest bidder.

9. Contracted with new recycling company to recycle alegetything but garbageand glass which

should decrease our garbage dumping fees considerably.

10. Will pass the Pennsylvania American Water increase to our water customers in January 2009. Rates
will be raised $.20 per thousand gallons of water used.

|l T6S OUR TOWN, OUR TAX DOLLARS,
AND YOUR INPUT IS REQUESTED AND WELCOME!

Operating the Borough is just like operating a business. Borough Council has worked diligently to con)trol
costs through managing and maintaining a tight fiscal policy.

You can be proud of the fact that in the last 12 years Oakdale Borough is the only community in
Pennsylvania to lower its taxes two different times in two different years, and not one tax increase!

Our town of about 1,500 residents, of course,| wi
Department, Fire Department, own garbage service that hauls just about everything, annual leaf
collection in the fall, tree limb mulching in the spring, holiday celebrations year round and summer
concerts.

Yes, we are committed to uphold our reputation a

Merry Christmas!!!

bt LBl o Ml

Huck Gamble Russ Campbell Keith Merlino
President Vice President Councilman
/
o —
Paul Hennemuth Tom Potts
Councilman Councilman

QuestionT How much is Council paid to manage Borough business? Answer on the bottom of page 3!
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year ek,
e &

During this special time of year, Volunteer Fire Department & decorating and GOOD LUCK!

Oakdale Borough Wou_ld like to wish Mo o re 6s Hardw ar e Holiday Office Hours:

everyone a Merry Christmas & a sponsoring the 6th Annual Christmas

Happy New Year. It is because of  Lights Contest! The house with the ~ Closed Wednesday,

each and every one of you that best exterior illumination will win a ~ D&cember 24th

Oakdale is such a special placeto  $25. 00 gi ft cer t iCclosedThursday, s

live. On behalf of the Mayor, Hardware to buy even more lights for D&cember 25th

Borough Council, Police Department, next year! As always, the VFD wants Closed Friday,

Volunteer Fire and all Borough everyone to practice holiday safety, D&cember 26th

employees, have a safe and happy Inspect all lights, keep your tree Closed Thursday,

holiday! watered and be careful when using January 1st

Closed Friday,

; candles. They do not want to have to
Also, get ready to let out your inner January 2nd

Griswold!!lN The Oakdale visit during the holidays! So, start

Leaf Pickup Complete & Recycling b

,ﬂr‘%;‘v-(
Leaf Pickup: The leaf pickup is  Recycling Update:You asked for All Can, Metals and plastic. Please
done for the s e atamweandwergdyaur st i |break down cardboard boxes.
have leaves, please bag and markrequest. You can now recycle All There is no need to separate the
the bags so our Maintenance papers, Cardboard, Books, items, all you need to do is make
Department knows that there are Magazines, Catalogs, Mail and  sure that all the contents in the can
leaves in them. Mail inserts, Telephone Books,  or plastic bottle is cleaned out.

Message From Chief Lauria

Standing at the intersection of Union  as well as the police officer standing  blows on the vehicle in the rear causing
and Noblestown for 3 hours per day, 5 there in the heat and cold trying to get a vision hazard for that driver.

days per week we see a number of everyone through as quickly as
sights as well as violations driving possible.

through the BoroughSome of the

2. Drivers must remember that when
the vehicle windshield wipers are on

4 Now that winter is upon us there are  the headlights must be on as

more dangerous thl'ngs We see are the two very important issues that drivers  well. When wipers are on it is usually
failure to use turn signals, failure o ) ,4 nav attention to: a lowlight environment so the

heed directions of the officer and headlights provide for not only the

_dr'v'ng yehlcles that cannpt pass driver of the vehicle but it illuminates
inspection. Some of the sights we see

that amaze even us are persons eating,

driving, and on t hédoyand fhergshof the windows, 1,

same time. covered in ice or snow with snow piled
on top of the roof is dangerouBirst

the driver cannot see to the front, rear,
or sides. The snow from the vehicle

1. The vehicle must be cleaned
completely of snow and icelust

having a small cleaned area of the frontN€ Vehicle for orcoming
vehicles. For vehicles that have

c?aylight running lights they will
suffice.

One very disconcerting sight is how
discourteous people are to one another
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The Borough Council meetings are held Tire Collection Update: The The next collection will be held in Octo-
on the 1st Wednesday of the month at th Independence Conservancy and Oakdal¢ ber 2009
Community Center at 7:30PM. Borough partnered to bring the tire

Water Payments:Due to the holidays, collection to the community. It was held

payments are due on Thursday, Decem- " Saturday, Novemper 1st at the
ber 18. Oakdale Borough Maintenance

. ~Garage/ Ol d Boyods
Bingo: The Oakdale Hose Company will {5 announce that we had an outstanding

begin hosting BINGO on Saturday, turn out. A total of 150 tires were
December 6th at the Oakdale Communit processed. It was a pleasure to work with
Center. Doors will open at 5SPM. the tireless volunteers of the Conservancilly

Senior Lunch: Are you over 60? Have  as they continue to clean up our
lunch with us at the Oakdale Community communities. Special thanks to the Al
Center. For additional information, please Zadrozny from our maintenance, Paul
call Paul at (724) 698540. Hennemuth and Dennis Ahlborn.

Oakdale History Is Where It Is At

Hello once again from the Oakdale Derek Moore, Richard Thomas, Cecil accomplish, they decided against it.

History Room. | am still compiling Howell and Ruth Graff for their They came up with an alternative plan
articles and pictures for the roorh. contributions this monthMy apolo- that any business or home built in the
have plans i n t he gestodanyorge thatdmay edesnissted downtown area would have the first

hold an Open House, so that everyone Thi s nibdriyouhKaosy: After floor elevated to protect it from future
can see some of the great pictures | the 1904 flood caused much damage t floods. This is why most businesses
have received! am still asking for the downtown Oakdale area, three and homes in the downtown area have
anyone with articles or pictures to drop bridges were lost and several homes. steps leading up to the first floor!

t hem of f atThaBkiybudns T%‘?‘erwg
advance for any history related

information you can give me.

&k of raising the downtown Thank you
area eight to ten feet to avoid further
damage from floods. When they

| would also like to thank Jim Bernard, realized how hard that would be to

ROCK Update

Gary Lauderbaugh
Oakdale History
Room Director

iROCK FOR F OOD dBring a donation of food or money for CHRISTMAS at the ROCK
FOOD DRIVE The Communlty Food Bank, and join in Saturday December 13th
the fun or just stay and watch. )
Tuesday, December 2nd at 7:30PM at the ) _ 5:007 West Allegheny Show
For more info contact: Gino Bovo Choir Performance

Oakdale Community Center. Exercise
wi t h us as we pr es eTHE HOW8E OFMART@\L ART S f R@(_'D]'kS()up and Sandwich Dinner

N Roll Workout o AerKARATEACRDEMK boxi ng
program (bring a towel and a water bot free! free! free!
tle) 5015 Noblestown Road 7:007 Oakdale U.P. Christmas Play

7246938790 or

. Once Upon A Christmas
www.houseofmartialarts.org

Answer from page 1 = NOTHI NG and itbds be




A New Look For An Old Favorte-PEPPERONCI NI 6 S
For ten years the residents of Oakdale have enjoyed halvi ng
Now it is possible for Oakdale residents to return the favor!

Pepperoncinids owners Tom and Kristen Bu-dwafamilydningdreaans eld t c
lounge adjacent to their wethown takeout shop.

AWe really enjoy the people and the smal/l
liked most about Oakdale.

The new dining area serves all your Peppel «zy : & Yorit
tantalize your taste buds. Add your favorite adult beverage from the Agouge bar and your : ;
dining experience is complete!

& |
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Oakdale Borough Council would like to congratulate Tom and Kristen Burke on their Grand EE‘r 3‘*" .
Opening and want to thank them for their commitment to our community. A e SRZES ,"
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Please visit Pepperonciniés in their newl}\ 3 o . 1o me !
b AN e ‘

George and Evon Barbour
0OThe Legacy Continues?o

In the year 1918, George Barbour and EvonUpon her death, Evon (also known as God, Community, and Country, Oakdale
Valkenberry were married and started their i Mo mo6 or A Granny / Mayor Ross Rohbeck proudly proclaimed

lives together in Oakdale. In there home on left a letter to her family requesting thatthe Sat ur day, August 2nd,
586 North Highland Avenue, Georgeand f ami |y maintain c¢cl o Evon Barbour Famil yflDia
Evgn were blessed with thirteen children. t o g.e ther in P eace a Congratulations to the Barbour family any© '
Raised and t_aught to serve Goc_i,.the thafc Wlsh, the_ BarbOl_Jr fqmlly membfers helc best wishes in the years to come! See you
Barbour family could be found living that  their first family reunion in Oakdale in in 2009

commitment through their active 1983. Each year, the family returns to the

involvement with the Trimble Chapel AME town where it all started to rekindle family

Zion Church in Oakdale. ties, catch up on latest happenings and to

Like many families of their day, George share and reminisce about the good times.

and Evon faced tough challenges. As a In August of this year, the Barbour family .

large, poor African American family, they ~ returned to Oakdale for their 25th Annual  Pictured below are:{) Mayor
lived through some dGkorgaand EvorcBarbosir FamolsReunon Ross Rohbeck, Ge
demanding times. Through World Wars,  Festivities started with a reception at the Barbour, Frances Barbour Kelley

The Great Depression and the Civil Rights Oakdale Community Center on Friday

struggles, George and Evon were August 1st, continued on Saturday with the
determined to do whatever was necessary tmain event, a
maintain a strong and loving family. picnic at

George worked numerous jobs struggling toOakdale Ball
provide for his family. From a very young Park and
age the children were taught the value of ended with

education and hard work. They were church
expected to achieve good grades in school services on
and many held afteschool jobs to help Sunday

with family expenses. morning.

The efforts of George and Evon did not go In proud
unrewarded. Their children all grew to recognition of
become good Christians, respected citizenscalling

and outstanding members of their Oakdale their
respective communities. But most of all, home and their

they maintained the strong commitment to strong family
family. commitment to



