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OAKDALE BOROUGH - “AMERICA’S HOMETOWN” 
 

“WHERE WE ARE, WHERE WE’VE BEEN, AND WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?” 
 

 

A REPORT TO THE CITIZENS: 

 

Dear Fellow Citizens, 
 

Please accept this letter as testimonial to our proud community of 1,500 strong, 113 years old and a land of ½ 

square mile.  A proud community that boasts the slogan “American’s Hometown” and the little town that people 

say “has everything and does everything.” 

 

LOOK AT WHAT WE HAVE  
Á Round the clock police protection 

Á Round the clock volunteer fire protection 

and emergency response service 

Á A full time borough office that is the “Hub” 

for all borough business 

Á A Monthly Newsletter 

Á Our own Garbage Collection 

Á A Water and Sewer Department 

Á A Maintenance Department of 1 full time 

and 3 seasonal part-time employees 

Á A Community/Senior Center 

Á A Recycling Program/Depot 

Á The Rock – An activity center for kids and 

adults sponsored by the Oakdale UP Church  

Á Several churches minutes away 

Á A First Class Honor Roll thanks to your 

contributions 

Á Boy/Girl/Cub and Brownie Scouts 

Á A partner in the WA Library 

Á A VFW Post, American Legion and Ladies 

Auxiliary 

Á Maintaining and owning three beautiful 

parks with a youth league second to none, 

anywhere 

Á Forty (40) plus small businesses as well as 

six (6) small industries 

 

Oakdale owns: 

Á Heart of Oakdale including the Oakdale 

Diner 

Á The Boy’s Home Apartment Complex 

which is 3 acres in size, 24 apartments, and 

17 garages, net profit of about $60,000 a 

year which is equal to one mil of taxes 

Oakdale Sold: 

Á The 1.9 acres at Clef Dr and Clinton Ave 

was sold this year for $90,000.00 and 

construction of 25 townhouses will soon 

begin 

 

Community Events Second to None: 

Á Christmas Tree Light up Night with Santa 

Á Memorial Day and 4
th

 of July Celebration 

Á A concert every month of the summer 

Á Firemen’s Carnival & Parade 

Á Luau 

Á Oak-Tober-Fest 

Á Firemen sponsored Halloween Parade 

Á Annual Tire Collection 

Á Leaf Pickup and Mulch Program 

Á A town-wide Garage Sale 

Á An annual Holiday Craft/Vendor Show

 

RESILIENCY  
Á Several years ago we fought outside developers when they scheduled low income housing, however, 

after almost a year we prevented that from happening. 

Á The community, as a whole fought back after the monstrous flood in 2004 and we are still here! 

 

TAXES 
So here we are a lively little town with just 3 mils of taxes. If you do the math, it is the lowest anywhere, 

especially for a town our size with all that we have going on, yes we are self sufficient. 
We are the only small town in Pennsylvania to cut our taxes TWICE,  As well as no tax increase in this 

CENTURY (14 YEARS)!                        …see page 3 

 
 



 

Oak-Tober-Fest 

Saturday, October 10
th

, 2009 2PM - ??? 

Everyone is invited to come enjoy the event 

It will be a night of FFF (Family, Food & Fun!) 

  

We invite vendors of all types, including craft vendors, artists and food vendors.  We also welcome 

organizations and businesses to display their information. 

 

Entertainment                                       Time 

West Hills Symphonic Band                         2:30PM 

Alpen Schuhplatter (German Dancers)                                     4:00PM 

Mueller’s Family Band (German Band)                                  4:30PM 

Frank Palombi & The Goodtimes Band                6:00PM  

 

If you are interested in becoming a vendor at this one of a kind event in the borough please contact Laura 

Ahlborn at (724) 693-2647 or ahlborn@oakdaleborugh.com 
 

Community Tire Collection 

Saturday, October 17
th

, 2009 9AM-12PM 

Oakdale Borough Maintenance Garage/Boy’s Home 

300 Vincennes Avenue, Oakdale, PA  15071 
 

Need to get rid of tires or wheels from your car or light truck??? 

Bring them to the Oakdale Borough Tire Round-Up! 

Size: your cost to dispose: 

Up to 17” off rim $2.00 each 

Up to 17” on rim $4.00 each 

Tractor trailer up to 22.5” (no rims please) $20.00 each 

Farm tractor rear (no rims please) $20.00 each 

Proof of residency not required.  Individuals and business welcome.  Check accepted with ID.  Sponsored by 

the Independence Conservancy and Oakdale Borough. 

 

Calling All Ghosts and Goblinsé 

The Oakdale Hose Company will again sponsor the Annual Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 31
st
.  The 

lineup will be at Willow Creek at 4:30pm, with the parade starting at 5:00pm and continuing to the Oakdale Fire 

Department where the children will be receiving treat bags.  “Trick or Treat” will be from 6PM-8PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Time = Popcorn Selling Time 
Cub Scout Pack 848 & Boy Scout Troop 248 of Oakdale are selling popcorn. Sale dates are from 9-12 to 10-20-

09. Please support our boys with a purchase of some popcorn or a military donation for popcorn to be delivered 

to servicemen overseas. The commission the boys receive goes towards scouting projects and camping trips 

through out the scouting year.    

 

Columbus Day 

On Monday, October 12
th

, there will be regular garbage pickup on Monday and Tuesday and normal Borough 

office hours will be conducted. 

 

Reminder 

 

3
rd

 Quarter 2009 Earned Income Tax payments are now due on October 31
st
. 

 



 

HOWEVER, MANY OF YOU MAY REMEMBER WHEN THINGS WERE NOT SO GOOD:  
 

¶ When taxes were high and progress was low. 

 

¶ When there were asphalt sidewalks instead of the tree lined streets, benches, and hanging baskets that 

dress up our downtown in the summer. 

 

¶ When there was an empty lot in the center of town that was used once a year to sell Christmas trees that 

is now the central park in Oakdale with a Gazebo and benches. 

 

¶ When the Community/Senior Center was the site of the Old Legion Home and when the parks didn’t 

look so good, when there were no lights at Greck Field for night games, when we had 2 miles of dirt 

streets, when there wasn’t too much going on in the old town as there is today. 

 
BUT FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS, TOWN CITIZENS, PLEASE DONôT TAKE OUR TOWN FOR 

GRANTED!  

 

There is a drumbeat in the distance for the demise of small communities and mergers with large 

townships! 

 

The assumption is that Boroughs are small, can’t grow and increase their tax base, or continue to increase their 

taxes, cannot provide needed services to their community, and are struggling like never before. Oakdale is not 

one of them! We must stand strong, return VACANT properties back on the tax rolls, participate and volunteer. 

 

Federal, State, County and Municipal Budgets are in crisis and Oakdale is not immune. We must face that 

inevitable fact at years end with our budget. 

 

However, we as a community can do our part to keep Oakdale viable and strong. 

 

Á Shop in Oakdale and patronize Oakdale businesses.  Keep our store fronts open! 

 

Á Businesses, industries, citizens, you can help by donating your time and contributing an annual 

monetary gift to the Rock, the Scouts, the Library, or to the organization of your choice.  They 

need your help! 

 

Join the Volunteer Fire Department 

Join the American Legion or the VFW Post 

Enroll your kids in the scouts and help out 

Have your kids join the youth league 

Have your kids join the karate school  

If you are 60 or older join the Senior Center 

Enroll your kids at The Rock and/or Volunteer 

Volunteer at the Library 

Volunteer to help at the Annual Celebrations 

Join the Garden Club 

 

In closing, Oakdale needs each of us to maintain our ñAmericaôs Hometownò spirit.  Be an active part of 

Oakdale!  Give us your opinions.  Come to the meetings.  ñIf youôre riding in the wagon, get out and help 

push the wagon for, Oakdale is the Wagon!ò  Help continue the roll, for when we stop, we will be 

vulnerable like most of the rest of the small towns!  We are all in this together! 

 

        Very Sincerely, 

 

 

 

        Huck Gamble, President 

        Oakdale Borough Council 
 



 
 

Message From The Fire Chief Trusnovic 

 

Fall also signals the start of BINGO!  The Oakdale Hose Company will begin hosting BINGO the first Saturday 

evening of every month at the Oakdale Community Center until May 2010.  Our first Bingo Session is on 

October 3, 2009 with the doors opening at 5:00pm.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

  

The Officers and members of the Oakdale Hose Company wish to extend our sincere thanks to the residents of 

the community for your gracious support of our annual street fair. Even with the less than perfect weather, the 

event was a great success. With this type of support from the community we plan to continue this event in the 

future. We also want to thank everyone who patronized our booth at this year's Luau. 

 

 

 

Message from the Police Chief Lauria 

 

To our residences: 

 

As we continue to identify way to make the community safer  we found that certain streets and intersections are 

“blind” and as traffic gets heavier it is difficult to enter these intersections. In our attempt to make things easier, 

the Borough has installed three traffic mirrors.  You will see one on the pole at Robinson and Clinton Ave.  You 

will see one on a pole as you exit Vincennes Ave. onto Noblestown.  The third mirror can be seen as you come 

out of Fayette Ave. on to Noblestown Road. As you drive around town and have an opportunity to see these 

mirrors please let us know if they are doing what they are supposed to do…make it safer for you to pull out into 

traffic. Also, if you think there is another place that a mirror would work please let us know by calling the 

Borough office at 724-963-9740. 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Boy Scout Troop 

  

Boy Scout Troop 248 is continuing with their "GREEN" efforts in Oakdale.  We have two programs that the 

residents can help the environment and assist the troop with their money raising efforts.  The aluminum can 

recycling continues the return is significantly lower now with the falling of scrap prices but we still encourage 

all residents to drop off their "ALUMINUM DRINK CANS" at the recycling trailer next to the Borough 

building. Please do not mix other products in the bags,, if a magnet sticks to the can it is not aluminum. No 

other recyclables should be placed in the bags. We are also recycling printer cartridges and Cell phones.  This 

can be any size ink cartridge, personal or commercial. The cartridges and cell phones can be deposited in the 

container located in the vestibule of the Borough building. The Scouts of Troop 248 thank you for your 

continued support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craft  Show 

 

Oakdale Borough is having their Third Holiday Craft and Vendor Show, Saturday, November 21, 2009 from 

10:00am – 3:00pm.  The cost of set-up is $20.00 per 8ft table.  If you are interested in additional information 

please contact the Oakdale Borough office at 724-693-9740 or e-mail at ahlborn@oakdaleborough.com. 


