Council Meeting

May 7, 2008
7:30 p.m.

Council Members Present:

Huck Gamble, President; Russ Campbell, Vice President; Keith Merlino, Councilman; Paul Hennemuth, Councilman;  Tom Potts, Councilman: Ross Rohbeck, Mayor; Michele Cromer, Solicitor; Kelly Rohbeck, Borough Secretary, and Laura Ahlborn, Asst. Borough Secretary.

Others Present:  Jim Lauria-Chief of Police; Bob Patterson-Borough Maintenance Supervisor, Andrea Iglar-Pittsburgh Post Gazette, Steve Trusnovic-Oakdale Hose Co. Fire Chief, Amy and Todd McVay, Pat, Ted and Carolyn Guter, Colleen and Kevin Stripp, Marie Zysk, Sharon Zysk, Pat & Ron Dzubinski, Greg Sorba, Marguerite and Clifford Custer, Carrie and John Stitch, Patrick Monaghan, Jim Hollenberger, Jim & Nancy Patch, Dale Luepke, and other residents. 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Huck Gamble.  
Keith Merlino led in prayer.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

CORRESPONDENCE 
PUBLIC FORUM: Mr. Huck Gamble asked that anyone in the audience wanting to address council and the mayor to please raise their hand.

Sharon Zysk and Other Highland Ave Residents – They were there to address the drug raid at 518 Highland Ave. Mr. Gamble turned this issue over to the Chief of Police, Mr. Jim Lauria.

The owner of the house could not evict the tenants that night; he has to follow the correct eviction process.  It could take up to 60 days. Jim Lauria suggested that a block watch be started on Highland Ave and maybe in all of Oakdale. He set up a meeting with the residents of Highland to get a block watch set up. Residents of Highland voiced their concerns of loud noises and traffic every night around this house.  One of the tenants of 518 Highland Ave voiced his concerns about their rights as residents to have visitors. The residents were told to call the police and complain about loud noises and unruly conduct. There is extra patrolling in this neighborhood due to this situation.
Colleen Stripp – Oakdale needs a nuisance ordinance on rental properties renting to college students.
Steve Trusnovic, Fire Chief – The fireman’s street fair will be July 19th through July 26. The firemen will take care of the Memorial Parade line up at the firehouse.  The water vault shutdown went good.  No fire emergencies occurred that day.  A fair planning meeting will be scheduled shortly.

Dale Luepke – The stop sign at Third Ave and Cottonwood needs to be posted in the ground more securely.  He also asked what the yellow bands around the telephone poles are for.  Chief Lauria explained that they are for the safety of drivers at night.

Fran Norman – Expressed her concern regarding her water discoloration and pressure changes during the water vault renovation project.  
MEETING MINUTES:

Mr. Huck Gamble noted all members had received the minutes from the last meeting. 
A motion was in order to accept the minutes.  The motion was made by Mr. Keith Merlino, seconded by Mr. Paul Hennemuth.  Motion carried
TREASURER’S REPORT AND MONTHLY BILL LIST:
A motion was made by Mr. Russ Campbell, seconded by Mr. Tom Potts and carried, to approve the monthly billing list and financial report.  Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE, WATER & SEWAGE – Russ Campbell

Mr. Campbell informed the public on the progress of the water vault project.  We will have better water pressure and less leaks after this project is complete. 

Mr. Russ Campbell made a motion to pass Resolution No. 7-2008 for the sale of the AME Church property on Maple Ave to Tom Potts.  The motion was seconded by Keith Merlino.  Motion carried.  Mr. Tom Potts abstained from voting.
Mr. Russ Campbell made a motion to pass Resolution No. 8-2008 for the sale of the 2004 Crown Victoria Police Car to Smith Township Police Department.  The motion was seconded by Paul Hennemuth.  Motion carried.

Mr. Russ Campbell made a motion to accept the high bid of $6,000.00 for the Sarchet property on Maple Ave pending resolution of the tax liens. The motion was seconded by Keith Merlino.  Motion carried.
PERSONNEL – Paul Hennemuth

No Report

PROPERTY, HIGHWAYS & GARBAGE – Tom Potts

No Report
COMMUNITY WELFARE AND RECREATION – Keith Merlino

Mr. Merlino reminded everyone that we will be celebrating Memorial Day on May 26.  The parade begins at 10:00 PM with the service and refreshments following.
MAYOR’S REPORT – Ross Rohbeck

The Mayor thanked the chief for the arrest they made in conjunction with the drug task force and he encourages the development of the community block watch. The mayor thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and he will be promised to stay involved with the situation.   

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
The solicitor had nothing new to report other than the submitted report. 
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Mr. Russ Campbell and seconded by Mr. Keith Merlino, to adjourn to executive session at 8:00 PM.







Respectfully submitted,







Kelly A. Rohbeck






Borough Secretary
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